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Wholetime  Staff 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  . 

D.  S.  Buchanan,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy,  D.P.H. 
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(Schools  and  maternity  and  child  welfare  services) 
P.  I.  Christensen,  L.D.S.,  B.D.S. 


Dental  Officer  : 

W.  R.  S.  Robertson,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.  (Eng.) 

Inspector  wider  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  : 

J.  D.  Derbyshire  (left  31-1-60) 

R.  E.  Kilsby  (commenced  1-2-60) 

Ambulance  Officer  : 

A.  Easton 

Tuberculosis  Care  and  After-Care  Health  Visitor  : 
Miss  E.  Griffiths 
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Orthopaedic  Physiotherapist : 
Miss  S A.  Sherwood 


Domestic  Help  Organiser : 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Flint 


Welfare  Officer  for  the  Care  of  the  Unmarried  Mother  t 

Miss  E.  L.  Rayner 

Duly  Authorised  Officer /District  Welfare  Officer : 

T.  D.  Hodgson  (Resigned  and  left  31st  July,  I960) 
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E.  R.  Lewis  (Resigned  and  left  31st  August,  1960) 
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Miss  H.  Hardin 
Miss  E.  Pelbrough 
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Miss  E.  A.  Stankley 


Mrs.  M.  B.  Taylor 


Chief  Clerk  : 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Huntingdonshire  County  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lords,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  of  the  Comity  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1960. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  that  1 have  to  record  that 
since  this  report  was  compiled,  the  death  has  occurred  of 
the  County  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  D.  S.  Buchanan,  after  a 
long  illness. 

o 

Dr.  Buchanan  joined  the  staff  of  the  County  in  1939  and 
had  been  County  Medical  Officer  since  1946. 

I should  like  to  add  my  tribute  to  the  many  others;  Dr. 
Buchanan  devoted  his  services  to  the  Health  Department  of 
this  County  during  the  difficult  post-war  years  — - a period 
which  produced  many  far-reaching  changes  in  Public  Health. 

The  health  of  the  County  has  remained  at  a high  level 
and  there  has  been  no  major  epidemic  of  infectious  disease 
during  1960. 

Vital  statistics  compare  favourably  with  those  of  England 
and  Wales  as  a whole. 

In  one  respect  1960  has  been  a somewhat  difficult  year 
in  that  an  abnormal  quota  of  sick  leave  of  medical  and 
nursing  personnel  resulted  in  a heavy  strain  on  the  Depart- 
ment. All  services  were  maintained,  however,  but  it  was 
not  possible  to  extend  the  vaccination  and  immunisation 
programme  to  include  routine  B.C.G.  vaccination.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  poliomyelitis  vaccination  was  made 
available  to  persons  of  all  ages  up  to  40  and  the  bulk  of 
this  routine  work  was  carried  out  by  the  staff  of  the  County 
Health  Department.  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Avas  intensified 
and  more  children  received  reinforcing  injections  in  1960 
than  in  any  preAdous  year,  but  there  must  be  no  complacency 
until  every  child  is  fully  protected, 


The  new  poly-clinic  at  St.  Neots  was  officially  opened  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  the  two  all  purpose  clinics* 
at  Stanground  and  Huntingdon  are  in  an  advanced  stage  of 
construction  at  the  time  ot 


writing. 


The  remaining  provisions  of  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959, 
came  into  force  on  November  1st,  1960.  Under  this  Act  the 
responsibility  for  the  community  care  of  the  mentally  ill  is 
placed  on  the  Local  Health  Authority.  The  scheme  for  Hun- 
tingdonshire includes  a long-term  building  programme.  The 
first  phase  is  a Junior  Training  Centre  and  Residential  Hostel. 
The  plans  for  this  are  well  advanced  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  building  will  commence  in  1962. 


In  conclusion,  1 wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
help  and  encouragement  and  to  thank  both  professional  and 
clerical  staff  for  their  loyal  and  efficient  services  throughout 
the  year. 


I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  D.  M°KELLAR, 

Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


November,  1961. 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION 

The  area  of  the  administrative  County  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  233,985  acres. 

Within  the  County  are  three  Non- County  Boroughs  — 
Huntingdon,  St.  Ives  and  Godmanchester,  three  Urban  Dist- 
ricts— Old  Fletton,  Ramsey  and  St.  Neots  and  four  Rural 
Districts — Huntingdon,  St.  Ives,  St.  Neots  and  Norman  Cross. 

The  rateable  value  at  the  1st  April,  1960,  was  £946,598. 
The  product  of  a penny  rate  for  1959-60  was  £3,820.  The 
estimated  figure  for  1960-61  is  £3,912. 


POPULATION 

The  statistics  issued  by  the  Registrar  General  for  1960 
comprise  figures  relating  to  resident  civilians  and  members 
of  the  armed  forces  stationed  in  the  area.  The  population 
figures  thus  obtained  are  referred  to  as  “home  populations.” 
The  estimated  home  populations  of  the  County  Districts  at 
the  30th  June,  1960,  were  as  follows: 


Administrative  County  ...  ...  ...  82,360 

Urban  Districts  ...  ...  ...  ...  35,760 

Huntingdon  M.B.  ...  ...  ...  6,150 

Godmanchester  M.B.  ...  ...  ...  2,750 

St.  Ives  M.B.  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,860 

St,  Neots  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,410 

Ramsey  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,010 

Old  Fletton  ...  ...  ...  11,580 

Rural  Districts  ...  ...  ...  ...  46,600 

Huntingdon  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,230 

St.  Ives  ...  ...  ...  ...  15,340 

St.  Neots  7,650 

Norman  Cross  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,380 


There  are  five  Service  establishments  within  the  County, 
three  with  Royal  Air  Force  and  two  with  United  States  Army 
Air  Force  personnel.  The  number  of  personnel  remains  fairly 
constant,  but  there  is  a continuous  change  of  families  due 
to  postings.  A proportion  of  these  are  housed  in  married 
quarters  attached  to  the  station,  but  the  remainder  are  re- 
quired to  find  their  own  accommodation.  These  Seiwice  fam- 
ilies often  give  rise  to  special  administrative  problems. 
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The  increase  in  population  for  1960  was  2,960— a sharp 
rise  from  1959,  when  the  increase  was  600. 

The  natural  increase  in  population,  that  is  the  excess  of 
live  births  over  deaths,  was  700  in  1960,  compared  with  674 
in  the  previous  year. 


BIRTHS 

The  total  number  of  live  births  registered  during  the 
year  and  attributed  to  Huntingdonshire  residents,  was  1505, 
which  is  an  increase  of  66  over  the  1959  figure  of  1439. 

In  order  to  compare  the  birth  rate  of  the  County  with 
that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a whole,  certain  adjustments 
must  be  made  as  to  age  and  sex  to  give  a standardised  birth 
rate.  The  standardised  birth  rate  of  Huntingdonshire  for 
1960  was  19.7.  This  compares  favourably  with  a birth  rate 
of  17.1  for  England  and  Wales. 

There  was  a rise  in  the  number  of  illegitimate  births. 
63  live  illegitimate  births  were  registered,  compared  with 
50  in  the  previous  year.  This  figure  is  equivalent  to  4.2*% 
of  all  live  births. 


Stillbirths  and  Deaths  in  the  First  Year  of  Life. 

Stillbirths  numbered  33,  which  is  equivalent  to  21.4  per 
1,000  live  and  stillbirths.  The  figure  for  England  and  Wales 
as  a whole  was  19.7.  Perhaps  a more  realistic  figure  in 
the  saving  of  potential  lives,  is  the  perinatal  mortality  rate. 
The  definition  of  perinatal  mortality  is  the  number  of  still- 
births and  deaths  under  one  week  combined  per  1,000  total 
live  and  stillbirths.  The  figure  for  Huntingdonshire  was  31.9 
compared  with  32.9  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  Huntingdonshire  also  com- 
pares very  favourably  with  that  of  the  country  as  a whole, 
the  figures  being  19.9  and  21.7  respectively. 


DEATHS. 

805  deaths  from  all  causes  were  registered  in  1960,  an 
increase  of  39  over  1959.  The  standardised  rate  for  Hun- 
tingdonshire was  10.6,  compared  with  a rate  of  11.5  for 
England  and  Wales. 

The  greatest  number  of  deaths  was  due  to  heart  and 
circulatory  diseases  and  these  accounted  for  30.7%  of  all 
deaths. 

Cancer  in  all  forms  was  responsible  for  144  deaths  in 

Huntingdonshire. 

Motor  accidents  accounted  for  15  deaths.  It  will  be 
seen  from  the  table  on  page  12  giving  the  ages  and  cause 
of  death,  that  in  the  15 — 45  group,  motor  accidents  were  re- 
sponsible for  12  out  of  45  deaths,  that  is  over  one  quarter 
of  all  deaths  in  that  age  group.  This  appalling  wastage  of 
human  life  at  a time  when  their  contribution  to  the  country 
is  at  a maximum,  is  a disgrace  to  a so  called  civilised  country. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 
EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  I960. 


Number  of  Live  Births:  Live  Birth  Rate 

(per  1,000 
population) 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

771 

671 

1442 

Illegitimate 

29 

34 

63 

800 

705 

1505 

England  & 
Wales 


17.1 


Illegitimate  Births: 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of 

rotal  live  births:  4.2 


Number  of  Still  Births: 

Still  Birth  Rate 

M. 

F. 

Total 

(per  1,000  total  live 

Legitimate 

19 

11 

30 

and  still  births) 

Illegitimate 

1 

2 

3 

Total  Live  & Still 

20 

13 

33 

21.4 

Births  : 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths 
under  1.  year)  : 

820 

718 

1538 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 
(per  1,000  total  live 

Legitimate 

18 

11 

29 

births) 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

18 

12 

30 

19.9 

(per  1,000  live 
births' — legitimate) 

20.1 

(per  1,000  live 
births — illegitimate) 
15.1 

19.7 


21.7 


Neo-natal  Deaths  (deaths 

Neo-natal  Mortality 

under  4 weeks)  : 

Rate 

Legitimate  13 

7 

20 

(per  1,000  total  live 

Illegitimate  - — 

1 

1 

births) 

13 

8 

21 

13.9 

15.6 

Early  Neo-natal  Deaths 

Early  Neo-natal 

(deaths  under  1 week) : 

Mortality  Rate 

Legitimate  12 

4 

16 

(per  1,000  total  live 

Illegitimate  — 

— 

— 

births) 

12 

4 

16 

10.6 

10 


Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

(Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 
week  combined  per  1,000  total  live 
and  still  births)  : 31.9 


England  & 

Wales 


Maternal  Mortality  (including 
abortion) : 

Number  of  Deaths  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and 

still  births  — 0.39 


Deaths : 

Deaths  from  all  causes 


M.  P.  Total 

415  390  805 


Death  rate  (crude)  per  1,000 
population  in: 


Urban  Districts 

11.5 

Rural  Districts 

8.4 

County  of  Huntingdonshire 

9.8 

11.5 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  standardised  birth  rates 
and  death  rates  of  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  compared 
with  England  and  Wales  for  the  past  five  years. 


TABLE 
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Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

Urban  Districts 

18.1 

19.8 

20  2 

19.4 

20.3 

10.8 

10  5 

10.1 

10.5 

11.3 

Rural  Districts 

18  8 

20.5 

19.3 

19.7 

19.3 

9.4 

9.8 

9.7 

9.4 

9.9 

County  of  Huntingdon 

18  5 

20-3 

19.8 

19.6 

19  7 

10.2 

10.2 

10.1 

10.1 

10.6 

England  and  Wales 

15.7 

16.1 

16.4 

16.5 

17.1 

11  7 

1 1 .5 

11.7 

11.6 

11.5 
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CAUSE  OF  DEATH 


Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  Other 
Syphilitic  Disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 


Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  . 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  . 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 
Other  Malignant  & Lymphatic  Neoplasm 
Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 
Diabetes 


Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

Coronary  Disease.  Angina 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

Other  Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 
Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 
Congenital  Malformations 
Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 


All  Other  Accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 
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DISTRICTS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HUNTINGDON,  I960. 


Totals 

Urban  Districts 

Rural 

Districts 

Huntingdon 

Borough 

Godmanchester 

Borough 
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St.  Ives 
Borough 

St.  Neots  U.D.  | 

Ramsey  U.D. 

Old  Pletton 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946. 

HEALTH  CENTRES 
(Section  21) 

There  are  no  Health  Centres  of  the  type  envisaged  in  the 
National  Health  Service  Act. 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

(Section  22) 

There  were  no  alterations  in  the  arrangements  for  the 
care  of  expectant  mothers.  Local  Authority  Ante -natal  clinics 
are  held  at  Huntingdon,  Ramsey,  St.  Neots,  St.  Ives  and  Old 
Fletton,  and  a voluntary  clinic  at  Wyton.  The  Local  Author- 
ity sessions  are  held  at  the  clinics  and  staffed  bv  the  health 
visitors  and  midwives  of  the  Authority.  The  Medical  Officers 
in  charge  are  general  practitioners.  In  1960,  the  number  of 
sessions  where  a medical  officer  was  in  attendance,  increased 
from  6 per  month  to  10  per  month. 

633  patients  attended  at  ante -natal  clinics,  making  2,440 
attendances,  compared  with  639  patients  in  the  previous 
year  with  2,248  attendances. 

Overcrowding  is  becoming  a problem  at  St.  Ives  clinic 
and  it  is  apparent  that  some  re-arrangements  will  become 

necessary. 
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Parentcraft  and  Relaxation  classes  continued  to  be  held 
at  the  following  Centres:-— 

Huntingdon 
St.  Ives 
St.  Neots 
Old  Fletton 
Ramsey 


Instruction  is  given  in  ante -natal  and  post-natal  exercises. 
In  addition,  discussions  illustrated  by  film  strips,  together 
with  demonstrations  (e.g.,  Baby  Bathing)  and  instruction  in 
the  admnistration  of  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  comprise  a course 
of  eight  lectures  which  are  given  by  midwives  and  health 
visitors. 


CARE  OF  THE  UNMARRIED  MOTHER 


Arrangements  for  the  care  of  unmarried  mothers  remain 
as  for  the  previous  year.  The  Welfare  Officer  for  the  care 
of  the  unmarried  mother  maintains  close  touch  with  the 
Health  Visitor  to  ensure  that  all  expectant  mothers  receive 
full  antenatal  care.  When  it  is  necessary,  arrangements  are 
made  for  the  expectant  mother  to  be  admitted  to  a suitable 
home. 


Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics 
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Infant  Welfare  Centres 

There  are  17  Infant  Welfare  Centres  in  the  County.  The 
arrangements  for  staffing  are  similar  to  those  of  1959. 

The  new  all  purpose  clinic  in  Almond  Road,  St.  Neots, 
came  into  use  during  January.  It  was  officially  opened  by 
H.  R.  Buck,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  S.W.  Group  Hospital 
Management  Committee  on  February  19th,  1960.  The 
pleasant  working  conditions  are  much  appreciated  by  patients 
and  staff  alike.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  state  that  plans  for 
new  clinics  at  Stanground  and  Huntingdon  are  in  an  ad- 
vanced stage. 

The  number  of  first  attendances  at  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  increased  from  851  to  871  in  the  0 — 1 age  group  but 
there  was  a fall  in  subsequent  attendances  and  also  in  the 
total  number  of  attendances. 

The  pattern  of  attendance  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  has 
altered  somewhat  since  the  introduction  of  poliomyelitis  vac- 
cination. It  is  now  routine  procedure  for  poliomyelitis  vac- 
cination to  be  commenced  at  six  months.  Special  sessions 
for  polio  vaccination  are  held  at  the  clinic.  Mothers  with  a 
young  family  find  it  difficult  to  attend  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  as  well  and  they  are  able  to  obtain  advice  on  any 
specific  problem  at  the  time  of  their  “polio  jab”,  or  can 
request  a visit  by  the  Health  Visitor. 

Triple  antigen  is  now  being  used  for  protection  against 
diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  and  this  has  re- 
duced the  number  of  injections  from  five  to  three.  These 
two  factors  account  for  the  slight  drop  in  the  total  attend- 
ances. 


18 


TABLE  5 

attendances  at  infant  welfare  centres 


First  | Subsequent  i Total 

Attendances  | Attendances  j Atten- 


COUNTY  CENTRES 

0—1 

year 

1—2 

years 

2—5 

years 

0—1 

year 

1—2 

years 

2 — 5 
) ear 

dances 

Brampton 

26 

1 

9 

123 

46 

55 

259 

Buck den 

17 

— 

i 

94 

63 

60 

235 

Elton 

33 

1 

4 

126 

85 

101 

350 

Fenstanton 

25 

— 

1 

108 

80 

67 

281 

Great  Staugliton 

14 

1 

1 

63 

39 

54 

172 

Huntingdon 

136 

11 

15 

1245 

351 

265 

2023 

Kimbolton 

17 

3 

' ) 

109 

52 

75 

258 

Ramsey 

47 

9 

9 

242 

52 

19 

371 

St.  Ives 

121 

9 

3 

1423 

240 

319 

2115 

St.  Neots 

110 

10 

5 

863 

202 

259 

1449 

Sawtry 

12 

6 

1 

52 

68 

74 

213 

Somersham 

17 

2 

3 

83 

39 

23 

167 

War  boys 

21 

2 

9 

180 

100 

123 

435 

Yaxley 

40 

5 

— 

195 

36 

10 

286 

VOLUNTARY  CTR’S 

Old  Fletton 

135 

2 

— 

1532 

331 

93 

2093 

Wyton  Aerodrome 

46 

3 

18 

480 

96 

36 

662 

Upwood  Aerodrome 

54 

10 

5 

384 

35 

31 

519 

Total  Number  of 

Attendances  at  all 

871 

74 

62 

7302 

1915 

1664 

1188 

Centres 
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Premature  Infants 

There  was  an  increase  oi‘  19  in  the  number  of  premature 
live  births  notified  in  I960;  the  number  being  94  as  compared 
with  75  for  1959.  Of  these  94  premature  live  births,  85  were 
alive  at  the  end  of  twenty-eight  days. 

There  was  a marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  premature 
stillbirths,  the  number  falling  from  18  in  1959  to  13  in  1960. 
10  of  these  stillbirths  took  place  in  hospital,  the  remaining  3 
at  home. 

Details  of  premature  live  births  and  stillbirths  are  set  out 
below  and  in  Table  6. 

During  the  year  1960  notifications  were  as  follows: 


Number  of  Premature  Live  Births  notified  (as 
adjusted  by  transferred  notifications) 


(a) 

In  hospital 

• • • • • • 

76 

(b) 

At  home 

♦ • • • • c* 

18 

(c) 

In  private  nursing  homes 

... 

— 

Total 

94 

Number  of  Premature  Still-births  notified  (as 
adjusted  by  transferred  notifications) 

(a)  In  hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(b)  At  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(c)  In  private  nursing  homes  ...  ...  — 


Total 
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TOTALS 
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TABLE  6 
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i 

Born  in  Hospital  i 

PREMATURE  LIVE-BIRTHS 

to 
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1 

NS 

Died 

within 

24 

hrs.  of 

birth  , 

67 

34 

w— i 

- 1 

H- 4 

if*. 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

*—* 

Cn 

4 

w 

1 

1 

| 

Total 

Born  at  home 
and  nursed 
entirely  at  home 

1 

... ! 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Died 
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24 

hrs.  of 
birth 

H-4 
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1 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

Bom  in  nursing 
home  and 
transferred  to 
hospital  on  or 
before  28th  day 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

Died 

within 

24 

hrs.  of 
birth 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

H- * 

o 

NS 

I 
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■ Born 
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PREMATURE 

STILL-BIRTHS 

CO 

1 
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Born 
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Born 
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Dental  Care 


The  Dental  Officer  reports  as  follows  : 

“The  amount  of  treatment  given  to  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  patients  during  1960  was  equivalent  to  13  sessions; 
two  sessions  less  than  in  1959. 


“Acceptances  for  treatment  are  very  low  and  come 
mainly  from  families  who  have  moved  into  the  County  during 
the  last  two  or  three  years  and  who  have  either  neglected  to 
make  their  own  dental  arrangements  or  have  found  difficulty 
in  doing  so.” 


Numbers  provided  with  dental  care  : 
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TABLE  9 


Maternity  Beds 


Year 

Total  No.  of 
Births 

1956 

1,288 

1957 

1,450 

1958 

1,462 

1959 

1,471 

1960 

1,538 

The  following  is  a record  ( 
Baby  Homes  during  the  year  : — 

Diocesan  Home,  Cambridf 

Other  Homes 


Births  in 
Maternity 
Homes  or 
Hospitals 

Percentage  of 
Institutional 
Births 

717 

56 

760 

52 

787 

54 

809 

55 

965 

63 

t*  admissions  to  Mother  and 
e 2 


Ophthalmic  Work 

There  was  no  change  in  these  arrangements  during  the 
year.  In  addition  to  school  children,  these  clinics  are  attended 
by  nursing  mothers  and  pre-school  children.  Many  cases  of 
early  squint  are  found  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and 
these  are  referred  to  the  Ophthalmic  Clinics. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  ophthalmic  work 
undertaken  in  respect  of  pre -school  children  : — 

TABLE  10 

Old 

Huntingdon  Pletton  Ramsey 


Number  of  new  cases 

18 

1 

— 

Number  of  old  cases 

61 

1 

1 

Number  of  attendances 

79 

2 

1 

Total  number  of  cases  in 
which  spectacles  were 
prescribed 

17 

24 


Orthopaedic 

The  following  tables  give  particulars  of  cases  dealt  with 
both  at  the  Surgeons’  Clinics  and  the  Care  and  After-Care 
Centres  during  the  year. 


TABLE  11 

ATTENDANCES  AT  SURGEONS’  CLINICS,  1960. 


Attendances 

Clinic 

No.  of 
Clinics 
held 

New 

cases 

seen 

S.E. 

P.E. 

M.  & 
C.W. 

T.B. 

P.H. 

Total 

Huntingdon 

22 

72 

72 

239 

65 

6 

8 

390 

Peterborough 

8 

2 

10 

9 

2 

— 

2 

23 

TOTAL 

30 

74 

82 

248 

67 

6 

10 

413 

25 


TABLE  12 

ATTENDANCES  AT  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE  CENTRES 

1960. 


Clinic 

No.  of 
Clinics 
held 

| Attendances 

S.E. 

■ P.E. 

M.  & 
C.W. 

T.B. 

P.H. 

Total 

Huntingdon 

26 

93 

! 209 

1 

n 

l 

1 

3 

— 

4 

313 

Old  Pletton 

24 

99 

1 7 6 

275 

Ramsey 

21 

33 

135 

— 

171 

St.  Ives 

20 

_ 

8 

81 

— 

— 

89 

St.  Neots 

1 

30  62 

245 

8 

— 

— 

315 

TOTAL 

121 

295 

845 

19 

— 

4 

1163 

Home  Visits  by  Physio- 

therapist 

I 

31 

692 

278 

4 

58 

3 063 

(Seen  at  Nursery  School)  j 

— 

535 

— 

— 

535 

(Seen  at  School) 

— 

52  1 

— 

— 

— 

52 

NOTE. — S.E. — Secondary  Education  ; P.E. — Primary  Education:  M.  & 

C.W. — Pre-school  cases;  T.B. — Tuberculosis  cases;  P.H. — Other  Adults. 


Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 

There  was  a further  decrease  in  all  foods  issued  under 

this  Scheme. 

The  following  table  shows  the  receipts  and  issues  of  Wel- 
fare Foods  during  the  year  1960. 

TABLE  13 


RECEIPTS 

ISSUES 

N.D.M 

tins 

C.L.O. 

bottles 

A & D 
tabs, 
pkts. 

O.J. 

bottles 

N.D.M 

tins 

C.L.O. 

bottles 

A & D 

tabs. 

pkts. 

O.J. 

bottles 

12780 

3420 

2840 

30564 

13040 

3620 

3003 

30727 
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The  following  statement  gives  the  location  and  times  of 
opening  of  the  main  centres  of  distribution  as  at  31st  Decern- 


her,  1960  : 

Huntingdon 

No.  8 Hut,  Castle  llill  House  Grounds. 

Monday  2 — 5 p.m. 

Tuesday  2 — 4.30  p.m. 

Thursday  9.30  a.m. — 1 p.m. 

Friday  9.30  a.m. — 1 p.m.,  and  2 — 4.30  p.m. 

Saturday  9.30  a.m. — 12.30  p.m. 

St.  Tves 

20b,  The  Broadway. 

Monday  9.30  a.m. — 1 p.m.,  and  2 — 4.30  p.m. 
Wednesday  2 — 4.30  p.m. 

Saturday  9.30  a.m. — 12.30  p.m. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre,  Station  Approach. 

Friday  2 — 4.30  p.m. 

St.  Neots 

Health  Clinic,  Almond  Road. 

Monday  2 — 4 p.m. 

Thursday  2 — 4 p.m. 

Saturday  10  a.m. — 12  noon. 

Ramsey 

Health  Clinic,  Westfield. 

Monday  9.30  a.m. — 12.30  p.m. 

Friday  2—4.30  p.m. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre. 

Wednesday  2 — 4.30  p.m. 

Old  F let  ton 

Infant  Welfare  Centre,  London  Road. 

Tuesday  2 — 4.30  p.m. 

Wednesday  2 — 4.30  p.m. 

Friday  2 — 4.30  p.m. 
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MIDWIFERY  AND  HOME  NURSING 
(Sections  23  and  25) 


Throughout  the  County  a Combined  Midwifery  and  Home 
Nursing  Service  is  provided  and  particulars  of  the  establish- 
ment and  staffing  is  set  out  below: — 


Establishment  27.  i.e.  25  District  Nurse  Midwives. 

2 Relief  District  Nurse  Midwives. 


Staff  at  start  of  year  (1960)  : 

20  District  Nurse  Midwives. 

3 Assistant  Nurse  Mid  wives. 

1 Relief  District  Nurse  Midwife. 
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Part-time  help  was  given  by  1 Assistant  Nurse  Midwife. 
Staff  changes  during  the  year  : 

Appointments  Resignations 

2 District  Nurse  Midwives.  1 District  Nurse  Midwife,  to 
1 Part-time  District  Nurse.  return  to  Hospital  duties. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  two  vacancies. 

Post-Graduate  Midwifery  Courses 

The  non-medical  supervisor  of  midwives  and  4 district 
nurse  midwives,  attended  residential  post-graduate  midwifery 
courses. 

Pupil  Midwife  Training 

During  the  year,  4 pupil  midwives  who  were  taking 
Part  II  of  their  midwifery  training  at  the  Gables  Maternity 
Hospital,  Peterborough,  were  received  in  the  Stanground 
area  for  three  months’  domiciliary  midwifery  training.  All 
were  successful  in  passing  the  examination  of  the  Central 
Mid  wives’  Board  to  become  fully  qualified  midwives. 
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Premature  Baby  Equipment. 

During  the  year,  premature  baby  equipment  was  in- 
spected and  replacement  made  as  required.  The  following 
equipment  is  now  available  for  the  domiciliary  care  of  pre- 
mature babies : — 

Carry  Cot. 

Mattress. 

Mackintosh  Sheet. 

2 Hot  Water  Bottles  and  2 Covers. 

2 Blankets. 

1 Flannelette  Sheet. 

1 Roll  Cotton  Wool  or  Gauze. 

Low  Reading  Clinical  Thermometer. 

Room  Thermometer. 

Sparklet  Resuscitator. 

Masks  and  Gowns. 

This  equipment  is  stored  by  the  District  Nurse  Midwife  at 

St.  Ives. 

St.  Neots. 

Norman  Cross. 

Ramsey. 

and  at  the  County  Buildings,  Huntingdon. 

General  Nursing  Training 

Nineteen  Student  Nurses  in  their  final  year  of  training 
at  Peterborough  Memorial  Hospital,  visited  in  the  County 
for  three  days,  during  which  time  they  accompanied  the 
Health  Visitor/School  Nurses  and  the  District  Nurse  Mid- 
wives,  observing  the  services  provided  by  the  County  Council 
as  a Local  Health  Authority. 


Visitors  to  the  County. 

Following  a request  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  a five 
day  programme  of  visiting  within  the  County  to  observe  the 
Domiciliary  Nursing  Service,  was  arranged  for  a senior  nurse 
administrator  from  Holland. 

Presentation  of  Long  Service  Badge. 

In  October,  Miss  Roberts  received  the  Long  Service 
Badge  of  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing,  in  re- 
cognition of  21  years’  service, 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  attended 
and  the  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  District  Nurse -Midwives 
during  the  year. 

TABLE  14 

Number  of  domiciliary  deliveries  attended  by  Midwives  during  the  year: — 

(i)  Doctor  not  booked — - 

(a)  Doctor  present  at  time  of  delivery  of  child  . . — 

(b)  Doctor  not  present  at  time  of  delivery  of  child  ..  — 

(ii)  Doctor  booked — 

(a)  Doctor  present  at  time  of  delivery  of  child 

(either  the  booked  Doctor  or  another)  . . . . 40 

(b)  Doctor  not  present  at  time  of  delivery  of  child  ..  516 

TOTAL  556 


Number  of  domiciliary  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned  during 
the  year  under  Section  14  (1)  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1951,  by  a Midwife — 

(i)  Where  the  medical  practitioner  had  arranged  to  provide  the 
patient  with  maternity  medical  services  under  the  National 
Health  Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . 125 

(ii)  Others  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . — 


TOTAL  125 


Number  of  attendances  by  Midwives  during  the  year  to  domiciliary  cases: — 

(i)  Doctor  not  booked  ..  ••  ••  ••  ..  ..  1454 

(ii)  Doctor  booked  . . . . . . • • • • . . . . 11300 

TOTAL  12754 


Number  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  was  administered  by  midwives  in 
domiciliary  practice  during  the  year: — 

(i)  When  doctor  was  not  present  at  time  of  delivery  of  child  423 

(ii)  When  doctor  was  present  at  time  of  delivery  of  child  34 

Number  of  cases  in  which  pethidine  was  administered  by  midwives  in 
domiciliary  practice  during  the  year: — 

(i)  When  doctor  was  not  present  at  time  of  delivery  of  child  197 

(ii)  When  doctor  was  present  at  time  of  delivery  of  child  21 
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HEALTH  VISITING 
(Sectiom  24) 

There  were  9 Health  Visitor/School  Nurses  and  1 Tuber- 
culosis Health  Visitor  on  the  staff  at  the  end  of  1960. 

The  duties  of  the  Health  Visitor  continue  to  widen.  The 
care  of  the  aged  and  the  mentally  ill,  two  branches  of  Public 
Health  which  have  recently  expanded,  are  now  included  in 
the  work  of  the  Health  Visitor.  To  enable  this  additional 
work  to  be  undertaken  and  to  ensure  that  the  increasing 
population  of  Huntingdonshire  has  an  adequate  Health  Vis- 
iting Service,  it  is  apparent  that  more  staff  will  be  required. 
The  demand  for  Health  Visitors  is  in  excess  of  the  supply 
and  the  employment  of  nurses  with  a basic  training  of  S.R.N., 
to  assist  in  some  of  the  routine  clinical  work  and  school 
hygiene,  would  appear  to  be  a practical  solution  to  this 
problem. 

Table  16  shows  the  number  of  visits  paid  by  Health 
Visitors  during  the  year. 


n 


TABLE  16 

Number  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  visited  during  year  . . 6009 

Expectant  mothers  : 

First  visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93 

Total  visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . ...  . . 204 

Children  under  1 year  of  age: 

First  visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1370 

Total  visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . ...  v.  8803 

Children  age  1 and  under  2 years  : 

Total  visits  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  4044 

Children  age  2 but  under  5 years  : 

Total  visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . ...  4862 

Tuberculosis  Households  : 

Total  visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33 

Other  cases  : 

Total  visits  >!•'  W#'  859 

Total  number  of  families  or  households  visited  by  Health 

Visitors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4657 

Total  number  of  attendances  made  by  Health  Visitors  at  clinic 

sessions  during  the  year  . . . . . . . . . . . . 740 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

(Section  26,) 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  is  undertaken  by  the  Gen- 
eral Practitioners.  The  number  of  primary  vaccinations  was 
777  in  1960,  an  increase  of  163  on  the  figure  for  1959. 
Details  of  the  number  of  persons  vaccinated  during  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1960,  are  set  out  in  the  following 
table : — 


TABLE  17 


Age  at  Date  of  Vaccination 

Under 

1 

1 

1 

2 - 4 

5 - 14 

15  or 

over 

Total 

Number  Vaccinated 

594 

43 

49 

55 

36 

777 

Number  re-vaccinated 

— 

2 

14 

24 

16 

56 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Both  General  Practitioners  and  the  Local  Authority 
Medical  Officers  undertake  immunisation  against  diphtheria. 
This  year,  there  has  been  a favourable  change  in  the  number 
of  children  receiving  both  primary  and  reinforcing  injections. 
1,672  children  under  the  age  of  15  were  given  a primary 
course  of  injections.  Booster  injections  numbered  2*,  132,  the 
highest  figure  since  the  introduction  of  diphtheria  immunisa- 
tion. Although  these  figures  are  satisfactory,  this  level  of 
immunisation  must  be  maintained  and  even  raised,  otherwise 
freedom  from  diphtheria  is  unlikely  to  be  permanent. 
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During  the  year  the  number  of  children  immunised  was 
as  follows  : 


TABLE  18 


Age  at  Date  of 
Immunisa  t i on 

Under  1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5—9 

10—14 

Total 

Primary 
Immunisa  t i on 

806 

246 

75 

40 

28 

393 

84 

1672 

Secondary  or 
Reinforcing 
Injection 

3 

8 

13 

18 

135 

1455 

500 

2132 

The  following  table  gives  in  detail  the  Diphtheria  im- 
munisation state  within  the  County  of  children  up  to  the  age 
of  15  years. 

TABLE  19 


Age  on  31/12/60 
i.e.  Born  in  Year 

Under  l 
1960 

1-4 

1956-1959 

5-9 

1951-1955 

10-14 

1946-1950 

Under  15 
Total 

Last  complete 
course  of  injec- 
tions (whether 
primary  or 
booster) 

A.  1956-1960 

379 

3038 

2952 

1763 

8132 

B.  1955  or  earlier 

— 

— 

1637 

4193 

5830 

It  is  of  interest  to  compare  the  figures  for  the  years  since 
the  inauguration  of  the  National  Health  Service. 


Year 

Primary 

Secondary 

1960 

1672 

2132 

1959 

814 

119 

1958 

762 

102 

1957 

905 

432 

1956 

975 

1,249 

1955 

792 

834 

1954 

1,039 

1,294 

1953 

503 

491 

1952 

1.064 

1,349 

1951 

969 

2,045 

1950 

940 

647 

1949 

1,015 

1,576 
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Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

The  number  of  children  who  completed  the  primary 
course  was  1,052*,  compared  with  827  in  1959.  Reinforcing 
injections  were  330  compared  with  55  in  1959.  During  the 
year  the  number  of  children  immunised  against  Whooping 
Cough  was  as  follows 


TABLE  20 


Age  'at  Da.te  of 
Immunisation 

Under  1 

1—4 

51 — 14 

Total 

Primary  course  of 

pertussis  vaccine 
(singly  or  in 
combination) 

792 

205 

55 

1052 

Secondary  or 

Reinforcing 

Injection 

2 

9£ 

232 

330 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 

4,088  persons  received  two  injections  during  1960  and 
8,077  persons  were  given  a third  injection.  The  total  num- 
ber who  have  now  had  a full  course  of  three  injections  is 
18,233. 

Since  the  latter  part  of  1960,  vaccination  against  polio- 
myelitis has  been  available  to  all  under  the  age  of  40.  The 
complacent  attitude  of  adults  towards  vaccination  must  be 
overcome.  The  young  adult  male  is  perhaps  the  worst  of- 
fender in  this  respect. 

Intensive  and  constant  propaganda  must  he  maintained 
to  ensure  that  everyone  who  is  eligible  for  vaccination  comes 
forward  to  receive  full  protection.  Poliomyelitis  could  be 
eradicated  as  an  epidemic  disease  in  the  same  manner  as 
was  accomplished  with  diphtheria  in  the  last  decade. 


TABLE  21 


Class 

Number  vaccinated  with 
two  injections  during  1960 

Children  born  in  the  years 

1943  to  I960  

1366 

Young  persons  born  in  the 
years  1933  to  1942 

528 

Persons  born  before  1933  who  had 
not  passed  their  40th  birthday 

1951 

Others 

243 

TOTAL  . . 

4088 

Number  of  applicants  awaiting  first  injections  at  31st 
December,  1960  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  360 


Total  number  of  persons  who  had  received  three  injec- 
tions at  31st  December,  1960  ...  ...  ...  ...  18,233 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

(Section  27) 

The  following  information  has  been  supplied  by  the 
Chief  Ambulance  Officer. 

TABUE  22 

Service  Vehicles  Journeys  Patients  Miles 

DIRECTLY  PROVIDED:— 


Ambulances 

6 

4177 

6511 

(970) 

94174 

Sitting  Cars 

4 

2604 

5179 

(61) 

62303 

TOTAL 

6781 

11690 

(1031) 

156477 

AGENCY 

Soke  of  Peterborough 

• • 

2025 

2778 

(397) 

41171 

SUPPLEMENTARY 

Hospital  Car  Service 

776 

2630 

(— ) 

36976 

TOTAL  — ALL  SERVICES  . . 

9582 

17098 

(1428) 

234624 

(Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  emergency  calls) 


Statistics 

The  totals  show  a variation  over  the  pattern  in  recent 
years  in  that,  for  the  Directly  Provided  service,  journeys 
have  increased  (419)  while  the  number  of  patients  has  de- 
creased (941)  and  the  mileage  shows  a reduction  of  7916. 
Peterborough,  too,  shows  decreases  of  811  journeys,  526 
patients  and  9,985  miles. 

It  is  not  possible  to  draw  any  conclusion  from  the  figures 
as  the  variation  is  not  sufficient  to  warrant  any  review  of 
man-power  or  vehicle  strength. 

Establishment 

During  the  year  it  has  been  agreed  that  the  wholetime 
Establishment  be  increased  by  the  appointment  of  2 additional 
drivers  to  relieve  the  manning  position  at  Huntingdon, 
brought  about  by  the  closure  of  St.  Neots  last  year,  increased 
population  and  the  increased  emergency  work  arising  from 
traffic  on  the  Great  North  Road, 
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One  driver  reached  retiring  age  and  it  was  agreed  that 
his  service  be  extended  for  one  year. 

Vehicles 

A further  Diesel  Sitting  Car/ Ambulance  has  been  ordered 
for  delivery  in  the  new  year  and  it  has  been  agreed  that  the 
Bedford  sitting  car  which  this  is  to  replace  be  transferred 

to  the  Education  Department. 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

(Section  28) 

Tuberculosis 

The  following:  Table  sets  out  the  number  of  notifications 
received  during  the  year,  the  number  on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  and  also  gives  details  of  the  work  carried  out 
during  the  year. 


TABLE  23 

Notifications  received  during  1960 

Respiratory  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 

Other  cases  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 


Number  on  Register  on  31st  December,  1960 


Respiratory 

Other 

Forms 

Male  Female  Children  Total  Male 

Female 

Children 

Total 

173  121  27  321 

24 

24 

7 

55 

Home  Visits 

The  Tuberculosis  Healtn  Visitor  paid 

740  .Home  Visits  to  tuberculosis 

cases  during  the  year. 

No.  of  New  Contacts  examined 

Huntingdon 

Peterborough 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Adults 

53 

56 

5 

12 

Children 

42 

49 

10 

8 

Totals 

95 

105 

15 

20 

No,  of  Skin  Tests  performed  and  results 

No.  Positive 

51 

75 

7 

6 

No.  Negative 

46 

42 

8 

9 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 

No.  of  persons  vaccinated  dur- 
ing the  year 

49 

49 

6 

8 

Rehabilitation 

No.  of  persons  undergoing  re- 
habilitation at  end  of  year  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total  No.  of  Tuberculosis  cases  at  end  of 

year 

Working:  Full-time 

80 

64 

66 

20 

Part-time 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Not  working:  Fit  for  work 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Unfit  for  wrork  . . 

16 

8 

42 

28 
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Mass  Radiography 

A Mass  Radiography  Survey  was  carried  out  at  Hun- 
tingdon by  the  Unit  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  from 
the  19th  September  to  3rd  October,  1960.  The  Medical 
Director  of  the  Unit  has  supplied  the  following  particulars 
of  attendances  at  this  Survey. 


Attendances 

Male 

Female 

Totals 

Pupils 

171 

164 

335 

Teachers 

33 

46 

79 

Domestic  and  Other  School  Staff 

2 

78 

80 

H.C.  Council  Staff 

159 

103 

262 

Dr.’s  Requests 

1 

3 

4 

Hospital  Staff 

6 

13 

19 

R.A.F.  Servicemen 

86 

1 

87 

Civilians 

43 

27 

70 

General  Public  and  Firms 

1140 

1081 

2221 

Total  . . 

• o 

1641 

1516 

3157 
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Other  Forms  of  lllnesis. 

Loan  of  Nursing  Equipment  and  Appliances— The  ar- 
rangements for  the  issue  of  equipment  to  patients  nursed  at 
home  continued  as  in  previous  years.  A small  supply  is 
maintained  in  the  Health  Department  supplemented  by  13 
Red  Cross  Loan  Depots  situated  at  various  points  in  the 
County. 


Venereal  Diseases. 

Abstract  relating  to  Huntingdonshire  patients  treated  at  the 
Venereal  Diseases  Treatment  Centres. 

TABLE  24, 


CAMBRIDGE 

PETERBOROUGH 

1960 

1969 

1960 

1969 

Number  of  persons 
dealt  with  for  the 
first  time  and 

found  to  be  suffer- 
ing from  : — 

Syphilis 

1 

Gonorrhoea. 

18 

3 

5 

2 

Conditions  other 
than  Venereal 

26 

23 

21 

16 

TOTAL 

44 

26 

26 

19 

Three  contacts  of  venereal  disease  were  referred  to  the 
Health  Department  during  the  year  and  in  each  case  a follow- 
up visit  was  made  by  a Medical  Officer. 
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Health  Education 

There  is  no  Health  Education  Officer  in  this  County,  but 
all  members  of  the  staff'  play  an  active  part  in  the  education 
of  the  public.  Positive  health  is  still  not  fully  recognised  by 
all  members  of  the  public.  Some  of  the  primary  rules  of 
health,  i.e.  adequate  exercise,  fresh  air,  and  good  food  are 
not  observed.  Indoor  entertainments  in  the  summer  continue 
to  draw  large  audiences.  The  provision  of  more  outdoor 
activities  in  this  area,  which  appeal  to  the  majority,  would 
be  of  great  value. 

In  the  home,  the  Health  Visitor,  the  District  Nurse-Mid- 
wife and  the  Mental  Welfare  Officer  seek  every  opportunity 
to  educate  the  individual  on  specific  points  as  they  arise. 
Accidents  in  the  home  are  still  causing  an  alarming  number 
of  deaths  and  injuries,  and  a large  proportion  of  these  mis- 
haps could  be  prevented. 

Film  strips,  posters  and  leaflets  are  used  in  the  clinics, 
special  reference  being  made  to  topical  subjects. 
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DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 
(Section  29) 


The  Domestic  Help  Service  continues  to  function  as  in 
previous  years.  There  is  still  difficulty  in  obtaining  a suf- 
ficient number  of  domestic  helps  in  certain  areas.  In  the 
north  of  the  County,  the  dice  is  loaded  heavily  on  the  side 
of  industry  in  competing  for  suitable  persons.  In  the  rural 
areas,  transport  is  always  a problem  and  to  assist  in  over- 
coming this  difficulty,  the  County  is  to  provide  a small  num- 
ber of  bicycles  to  be  stored  at  strategic  points. 


The  number  of  cases  where  domestic  help  was  provided 
during  1960  was  as  follows:— 

(a)  Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers)  ...  31 

(b ) Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - — 

(c)  Chronic  sick  (including  aged  and  infirm)  ...  134 

( d ) Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 


Of  the  chronic  sick  cases,  89  per  cent  were  over  65  years 
and  63  per  cent  were  over  75  years  of  age. 


The  following  are  particulars  of  cases  who  at  the  31st 
December  had  received  assistance  for  three  months  or  more, 
showing  the  year  in  which  assistance  commenced. 


Year 

Number  of 

1951 

1 

1952 

2 

1953 

3 

1954 

1 

1955 

5 

1956 

4 

1957 

9 

1958 

16 

1959 

25 

1960 

28 

At  the  end  of  the  year  41  part-time  Domestic  Helps  were 
employed  and  the  total  number  available  for  employment 
was  46. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH 
(Section  51) 


The  Mental  Health  Act  of  1959  came  into  full  operation 
on  November  1st,  1960.  Broadly  speaking,  the  aims  of  the 
Act  are  to  bring  mental  illness  into  line  with  arrangements 
for  physical  illness.  Many  terms  become  obsolete  and  words 
such  as  “lunatic”  and  “mental  defective”  with  their  associated 
stigma,  have  been  replaced  by  “mentally  ill”  and  “mentally 
subnormal”. 


Additional  responsibility  is  given  to  the  Local  Health 
Authority  to  provide  community  care.  The  County  Council 
have  approved  a building  scheme  spread  over  three  years, 
to  enable  them  to  carry  out  their  duties. 

1961/62. 

Junior  Training  Centre  and  Residential  Hostel  at  Hun- 
tingdon. 

1962/63. 

Residential  Home  for  elderly  mentally  infirm. 


1963/64. 

Adult  Training  Centre  at  Huntingdon. 

Residential  provision  for  adults. 

The  first  project — the  Junior  Training  Centre  and  the 
Residential  Home  for  Juniors — is  in  an  advanced  state  of 
planning. 


Mental  Illness 

The  County  Council  employs  two  part-time  Mental 
Health  Officers,  who  are  also  part-time  Welfare  Officers.  This 
arrangement  is  of  benefit  in  the  case  of  elderly  patients  with 
mental  disturbances,  but  as  the  Mental  Health  Service  ex- 
pands, it  is  apparent  that  full-time  appointments  will  be 
necessary  and  it  is  anticipated  that  a Social  Worker  will 
be  appointed  in  the  near  future. 

Much  of  the  Mental  Welfare  Officer’s  time  is  devoted 
to  prevention  and  after-care  of  mental  illness.  This  work  is 
arduous  and  exacting.  The  support  and  assistance  of  an 
efficient  and  sympathetic  Mental  Officer  may  avert  the  need 
for  admission  to  hospital  and  will  certainly  facilitate  re- 
habilitation. 
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Co-operation  with  Fulboum  Hospital,  Cambridge,  is  ex- 
cellent and  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers  attend  the  Psychiatric 
Out-Patients  Clinics  art  Huntingdon  Hospital.  In  the  north, 
patients  are  admitted  to  Rauceby  Hospital,  near  Sleaford. 
Psychiatric  Clinics  are  held  at  Peterborough  Memorial  Hos- 
pital, but  are  not  attended  by  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers. 
For  geographical  reasons,  personal  liaison  is  more  difficult 
in  the  north  of  the  County. 

TABLE  25 

Hospital  admissions  of  Huntingdonshire  residents  notified  to 

this  Department  during  I960* 

Before  the  .Mental  Health  Act,  1959  (1st  January  to  31st  October,  1900) 


Males  Females 

Totals 

Voluntary  36 

41 

77 

Section  20  7 

17 

24 

Section  21  1 

2 

3 

44 

60 

104 

Under  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959  (1st  November 

to  31st 

December, 

1960) 

Males  Females 

Totals 

Informal  5 

6 

11 

Section  25  2 

1 

3 

Section  26 

— 

— 

Section  29 

3 

3 

7 

10 

17 

Patients  in 

Hospitals  on  the  31st 

December, 

1960. 

Males 

Females  Total 

Fulbourn  Mental  Hospital,  Cambridge 

55 

68 

123 

Three  Counties  Hospital,  Arlesey 

8 

5 

13 

Graylingwell  Hospital,  Chichester 

— 

1 

1 

St.  Andrew’s  Hospital,  Billericay 

— 

1 

1 

Shenley  Hospital,  St.  Albans 

— 

1 

1 

Napsfbury 

Hospital,  St.  Albans 

— 

1 

1 

Springfield 

Hospital,  London  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Rauceby  Hospital,  Sleaford 

3 

2 

5 

Cane  Hill 

Hospital,  Surrey 

1 

— 

1 

Hellesdon 

Hospital,  Norwich 

— 

1 

1 

St.  Andrew’s  Hospital,  Northampton 

1 

— 

1 

69 


80 


149 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 

(Section  28) 

The  number  of  cases  receiving  after-care  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  : 

Males  Females  Total 

21  37  58 

Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  — 431 


Mental  Subtler  mality. 

There  is  still  a number  of  urgent  cases  awaiting  admis- 
sion to  hospital  and  the  continued  and  prolonged  care  of 
these  severely  handicapped  persons  causes  much  hardship 
to  the  relatives.  Temporary  care  for  one  severely  subnormal 
child  was  provided  for  six  weeks  during  the  confinement  of 
the  mother. 

At  present,  community  care  for  the  mentally  subnormal 
is  undertaken  by  a Home  Teacher,  who  visits  regularly  and 
advises  on  the  management  of  the  patient,  and  in  selected 
cases,  individual  training  is  given  in  craft  work.  In  the  higher 
grade  of  adult  patient,  assistance  is  provided  in  finding 
suitable  employment.  Much  hard  work  is  required  to  find  a 
sympathetic  employer  who  will  be  tolerant  towards  the  short- 
comings of  a patient  who  may  be  unable  to  hold  a job  in 
the  open  market. 

The  number  of  patients  under  Guardianship  remains 
unchanged  at  four,  all  of  whom  are  in  the  care  of  the 
Brighton  Guardianship  Society. 
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The  following  Table  gives  particulars  of  patients  on 
the  Register  on  the  31st  December,  1960. 

TABLE  2*6 

Under  Aged  Id 
age  16  & over 

M F M F 

1.  Particulars  of  eases  reported  during  the  period  1.1.60  to  31.10.60 

(a)  Cases  ascertained  to  be  defectives 
“subject  to  be  dealt  with”: — 

Number  in  which  action  taken  on  reports  by:— - 

(1)  Local  Education  Authorities  on  children: 

(i)  While  at  school  or  liable  to  attend 

school  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  3 — — — 

(ii)  On  leaving  special  schools  ..  . — — — 2 

(iii)  On  leaving  ordinary  schools  . . 2 — — — 

(2)  Police  or  by  Courts  .. 

(3)  Other  sources  ..  ..  ..  ••  ••  — — — 1 


TOTAL  of  1 (a.) . - . & — — 3 


(b)  Cases  reported  who  were  found  to  be  defectives 
but  were  not  regarded  as  “subject  to  be  dealt 
with”  on  any  ground 

(c)  Cases  reported  who  were  not  regarded  as  de- 
fectives and  are  thus  excluded  from  (a)  or  (b) 

(d)  Cases  reported  in  which  action  was  incomplete 
at  31st  December,  i960,  and  are  thus  excluded 
from  (a)  or  (to) 


TOTAL  of  1 (a)  — (d)  inc,  ..  ..  5 — — 3 


2.  Disposal  of  eases  reported  during  the  period  1.1.00  to  31.10.60 

(a)  Of  the  cases  ascertained  to  be  defectives 
“subject  to  be  dealt  with”  (i.e.  at  1 (ai)),  number: 

(i)  Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision  . . 4 — 

(ii)  Placed  under  Guardianship  . . . . . . — — 

(iii)  Taken  to  “Places  of  Safety”  . . . . . . — — 

(iv)  Admitted  to  Hospitals  . . . . . . . . 1 — 

TOTAL  of  2 (a) 5 — 


(b)  Of  the  cases  not  ascertained  to  be  defectives 
“subject  to  be  dealt  with”  (i.e.  at  1 (fa)),  number; 

(i)  Placed  under  Voluntary  Supervision  . . — — 

(ii)  Action  unnecessary  . . . . . . . . — — 

TOTAL  of  2 (b) — — 

(<?)  Cases  reported  at  1 (a)  or  (fa)  above  who  re- 
moved from  the  area  or  died  before  disposal 
was  arranged  . . . . . . . . . . . . — — 

5 — 


TOTAL  of  2 (a)  — (c)  inc.  . . 
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Mentally  111 


Number  of  Patients  under  L.iH.A. 
care  at  31.12.60 


CO 


bD 

< 


<D 

•c 


M 

CO 


F 

(2) 


<v 

> 

O 

'C 

Pi 

c3 

CD 


M 

(3) 


F 

(4) 


a)  Receiving  training  or  occupation 

day  centre 

Awaiting  training  or  occupation 

in  day  centre 

b)  Receiving  training  or  occupation 

in  residential  centre 
Awaiting  training  or  occupation 

in  residential  centre 


c)  Receiving  home  training 
Awaiting  home  training 

d)  Resident  in  L.A.  home/hostel  . . 
Awaiting  residence  in  L.A.  home/ 

hostel 

e)  Resident  at  L.A.  expense  in  pri- 

vate residential  home 

f)  Resident  at  L.A.  expense  by 

boarding  out  in  private  home.  . 

g)  Receiving  home  visits  and  not 

included  under  (a)  to  (f) 

h)  Others  (including  not  yet  visited) 


1 


21 


37 


i)  Number  of  Patients  involved  at 
(a)  to  (h) 

4.  Number  of  Patients  in  L.H.A.  area 
on  waiting  list  for  admission  to 
hospital  at  31.12.60 
a)  In  urgent  need  of  hospital  care  . . 


21 


38 


b)  Not  in  urgent  need  of  hospital 
care 


5.  Number  of  Patients  admitted  tem- 
porarily for  residential  care 
during  1960 

(a)  To  N.H.S.  hospitals 

(b)  Elsewhere 


Psychopath 


C 0 


<u 

bo 

< 


o 
T3 

a 

M F M F 
(5)  (6)  (7)  (8) 


16  and  Over 


Under  Age  16 


SO 


Subnormal 


Severely  Subnormal 


Totals 


M 

(9) 


2 

1 


F 

(10) 


1 

1 


> 

o 

£ 

d 

co 


M | F 

(11)  (12) 


43 

2 

46 


1 

6 


28 

3 

35 


CO 


<0 

60 

< 

s-, 

O 

73 

a 

0 


M 

(13) 


4 

7 


14 


F 

(14) 


3 

5 


<o 

> 

O 

2 

d 

co 


M F 
(15)  (16) 


20 


20 


13 


15 


CO 

t-H 

O 

$0 

< 

S-t 

<D 

a 

0 


M 

(17) 


6 

8 


8 

3 

19 


F 

(18) 


4 

6 


<L> 

> 

o 

73 

d 

co 


M F 
(19)  ! (20) 


84 

2 

87 


2 

10 


6 

1 


78 

3 

88 
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The  age  distribution  of  the  partially- sighted  persons  is 
shown  in  the  following  table. 

TABLE  27 


I 

o 

2—4 

5—15 

16—20 

21—49 

50 — 64 

65  & 

over 

Total 

— 

1 

6 

2 

8 

4 

22 

43 

In  addition  to  those  already  registered  as  Blind  or 
Partially-Sighted,  in  some  24  cases  contact  was  being  maint- 
tained  in  case  they  should  subsequently  become  eligible  for 
certification  under  the  Act. 


52 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
Incidence  of  Blindness 

There  were  159  registered  blind  persons  (78  male  and  81 
female)  in  the  County  on  the  31st  December,  1960,  as  against 
161  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year.  During  1960  the  number 
of  cases  certified  blind  on  Form  T3.D.8.  was  23  (8  male  and 
15  female).  There  were  3 inward  transfers  to  the  County 
during  the  twelve  months. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  blind  persons  recorded  during 
the  year  was  25  (10  male  and  15  female),  whilst  2 male  and 
1 female  blind  persons  left  the  County  during  the  same  period. 

The  following  table  shows  the  ages  of  blind  persons  on 
the  register  at  the  3 1st  December,  1960.  (Numbers  on  register 
at  31-st  December,  1 959,  are  shown  in  brackets). 
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The  number  of  cases  in  the  County  certified  to  be  par- 
tially-sighted during  the  year  was  5 (3  male  and  2 female). 
The  number  of  partially-sighted  persons  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  43  (18  male  and  25  female)  compared 
with  39  (14  male  and  25  female)  at  the  end  of  1959.  There 
was  1 death  and  1 female  was  transferred  out  of  the  County. 
1 male  case  was  an  inward  transfer  during  the  year. 
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The  following’  table  shows  the  follow-up  of  Registered 
Blind  and  Partially-Sighted  Persons. 

TABLE  2*8 


(1)  Number  of  cases 
registered  during  the 
year  in  respect  of 
which  para  7 (c1)  of 

CAUSE 

OF 

DISABILITY 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia 

Others 

Form  B.D.8  recom- 
mends : — 

Blind 

P/S 

Blind 

P/S 

Blind 

P/S 

Blind 

P/S 

(a)  No  Treatment 

3 

1 

1 

- — 

13 

2 

(b)  Treatment  (medical 

surgical  or  optical) 

6 

4 

1 



, 

— 

— 

1 

3 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  at  (1) 
(b)  above  which  on 
follow-up  action 
have  received  treat- 
ment 

4 

0 

o 

, 

1 

1 

TABLE  29 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

(i)  Total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  in  which: — 

(a)  Vision  lost  . . . . • . • • • • — 

(b)  Vision  impaired  ••  ••  ••  — 

(c)  Treatment  continuing  at  end  of  year  ..  — 

TABLE  30 

Employment  of  Blind  Persons 

(i)  Homeworkers 

1 Basket  Maker 
1 Piano  Tuner  and  Musician 

1 Stool  Seater  and  Centre  Cane  Worker 
1 Poultry  and  Pig  Farmer 

(ii)  Workshop  Employees 

2 Basket  Makers  at  Norwich  Institution  for  the  Blind 

(ii)  Other  Employment 
2 Labourers 

1 Physiotherapist 

2 Factory  operatives 

1 Poultry  keeper 

2 Housekeepers 
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At.  the  end  of  the  year  15  Blind  persons  were  usefully 
employed. 

Home  Teaching  Service 

Total  number  of  visits  made  to  Blind  and  Partially 

Sighted  Persona  . . . . . . . . . . . . 465 

Number  of,  other  visits  made  in  connection  with  blind 

welfare  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79 

Numiber  of  lessons  given  . . . . . . . . . . 3 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

There  was  no  major  epidemic  of  any  infectious  disease 
in  1960  and  the  total  notifications  received  by  the  Deputy 
Medical  Officer  was  534,  compared  with  984  in  the  previous 

year. 

Measles 

Measles  was  less  prevalent  than  in  1959,  a total  number 
of  300  eases  being  notified.  224  of  these  occurred  in  Ramsey 
Urban  and  St.  Ives  Rural  areas. 

Whooping  Cough 

64  cases  were  notified  and  were  fairly  evenly  distributed 

throughout  the  County. 

Diphtheria 

Again  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  in  the  County. 
Fuller  comment  regarding  this  has  been  made  in  the  section 
on  Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

Scarlet  Fever 

A total  number  of  i 7 cases  were  notified  during  the  year, 
8 of  them  being  in  Huntingdon  Rural  District  Council  area. 

Dysentry 

There  was  an  increased  number  of  cases  of  dysentry 
notified — -64  in  1960,  compared  with  7 in  1959.  This  was 
accounted  for  by  an  outbreak  of  a mild  type  in  Old  Fletton. 

Poliomyelitis 

There  were  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  notified  in  the 
County. 
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HOUSING 

The  figures  given  in  the  Table  below  have  been  obtained 
from  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  show  both 
the  number  of  new  houses  erected  and  also  the  number  of  new 
dwellings  provided  by  adaptation  during  1960. 

TABLE  32 


Sanitary  District 


New  Houses  by 


By  Adaptation 


Local 

Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Local 

Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

URBAN  DISTRICTS 

Huntingdon  Borough  . . 

16 

78 

— 

— 

St.  Ives  Borough 

13 

57 

— 

— 

Godmanchester  Borough 

8 

14 

1 

— 

Old  Pletton 

— 

86 

— 

— 

Ramsey 

2 

33 

— 

— 

St.  Neots 

64 

6 

— 

— 

RURAL  DISTRICTS 

Huntingdon 

24 

22 

— 

5 

Norman  Cross 

50 

77 

— 

2 

St.  Ives 

19 

62 

— 

— 

St.  Neots 

4 

20 

— 

3 

TOTALS 

200 

455 

1 

10 
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THE  COMPOSITION  AND  QUALITY  OF  FOOD  & DRUGS 

I am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and 
Measures  for  the  following  report  which  gives  details  of  the 
work  performed  by  his  Department  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955,  and  its  ancillary  legislation  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1960. 

“The  County  Council  as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority 
for  the  whole  county  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and  the  various  Orders  and  Regulations 
associated  therewith  relating  to  the  composition,  description 
and  labelling  of  food  and  drugs.  These  duties  are  carried 
out  by  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department  on  behalf  of 
the  Health  Department.  In  this  report  the  figures  in  paren- 
thesis are  the  corresponding  figures  for  1959. 

During  the  year  the  total  number  of  samples  taken  was 
526  (336).  These  samples  were  taken  all  over  the  county 
and  much  thought  is  given  to  seeing  that  a wide  range  of 
samples  is  obtained  and  unnecessary  duplication  avoided. 
Details  of  these  samples  are  given  below: — 


Article 

Genuine: 

Not  Genuine: 

Total: 

Milk:  

182 

59 

241 

Milk  (Channel  Island): 

67 

— 

67 

Cream : 

2 

— 

2 

Ice  Cream: 

1 

— 

1 

Pastries: 

1 

2 

3 

Potatoes : 

3 

1 

4 

Trifle: 

1 

— 

1 

Sausages: 

13 

4 

17 

Fruit  Juice: 

7 

1 

8 

Beer: 

3 

— 

3 

Butter: 

7 

2 

9 

Preserves: 

6 

2 

8 

Pork  Pie: 

1 

1 

2 

Cambridge  Cheese: 

— 

2 

2 

Meat: 

— 

1 

1 

Meat  Products: 

3 

— 

3 

Buttered  Coffee: 

1 

— 

1 

Fats: 

3 

— 

3 

Wine: 

1 

— 

1 

Vinegar: 

4 

1 

5 

Margarine: 

1 

— 

1 

Flour: 

2 

— 

2 

Cream  Cheese: 

— 

1 

1 

Tinned  Peas : 

1 

— 

1 

Fish : 

— 

1 

1 

Bread : 

4 

2 

6 

Ground  Almonds: 

• * 

V ♦ 

2 

— 

2 

Beverages: 

1 

— 

1 

Tinned  Tomatoes : 

1 



1 

Whisky : 

• 

2 

— 

2 

Totals : 

320 

80 

400  (255) 

59 


Of  the  59  samples  of  milk  returned  as  Not  Genuine,  the 
great  majority  were  found  on  investigation  to  be  milk  as  it 
came  from  the  cow.  Nothing  had  been  added  to  or  taken 
from  the  milk  and  it  is  not,  of  course,  an  offence  for  milk 
to  be  marketed  which  is  below  the  presumptive  standard  in 
cases  of  this  kind. 


However,  in  one  case,  milk  being  transported  to  this 
county  from  a farmer  in  an  adjacent  county  was  found  to 
contain  added  water.  The  other  food  and  drugs  authority 
Avere  informed,  samples  were  taken  at  the  gate  of  the  farm 
and  subsequently  proceedings  were  successfully  instituted 
against  the  producer  in  his  home  county  for  selling  milk  to 
which  water  had  been  added. 

I must  again  make  the  point  that  these  figures  do  not 
mean  that  a quarter  of  the  milk  sold  in  Huntingdonshire  is 
below  standard.  Your  sampling  officers,  of  course,  take 
many  more  samples  where  there  is  reason  to  suspect  a 
deficiency  so  that  the  deficient  samples  get  a greater  share 
of  attention.  Consumers  may  be  sure  that  the  milk  delivered 
to  them  is  almost  always  of  the  standard  prescribed.  Samp- 
ling is  concentrated  on  the  small  percentage  of  sub-standard 
milk. 


Systematic  sampling  of  sausages  has  commenced  in  the 
county  during  the  past  year.  As  the  government  has  con- 
sistently refused  to  lay  down  any  standard  for  the  meat 
content  of  sausages,  the  public  analysts  regard  65%  as  being 
a desirable  meat  content  in  a pork  sausage  and  Benches  up 
and  down  the  country  have  accepted  this  view.  In  those 
few  cases  where  our  sausage  samples  have  been  found  to 
contain  less  meat  than  the  public  analyst  considers  necessary, 
the  butchers  concerned  have  had  the  position  explained  to 
them  and  they  have  subsequently  increased  the  amount  of 
meat  in  their  sausage.  Sausages  which  contain  preservative 
were  the  subject  of  criticism  by  the  public  analyst  when  its 
presence  was  not  disclosed.  There  is  nothing  wrong  in  using 
preservative  in  sausage  but  it  is  necessary  to  inform  the  pur- 
chaser that  it  is  there. 
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Once  again  I have  to  report  that  the  most  frequent  cause 
of  samples  being,  not  genuine  was  the  presence  of  foreign 
bodies  of  various  sorts.  As  more  and  more  of  our  food  is 
mass-produced,  so  it  happens  that  one  tin  in  many  mil- 
lions will  be  found  to  contain  something  that  should  not  be 
there.  In  these  cases  it  is  our  practice  to  examine  very 
thoroughly  the  methods  of  manufacture  and  see  if  there  is 
any  lack  of  attention.  We  are  also  much  concerned  as  to 
whether  the  foreign  body  would  have  caused  harm  to  the 
unfortunate  purchaser.  The  legitimate  manufacturer,  exer- 
cising every  precaution,  selling  articles  by  the  million,  should 
not  be  prosecuted  if  some  harmless  object  should  get  into 
one  bottle  or  tin  of  his  product.  But  when  such  people  are, 
in  our  view,  careless,  or  when  something  that  will  harm  the 
consumer  gets  into  such  food,  it  becomes  necessary  to  bring 
the  matter  before  the  Courts. 

A number  of  such  cases  were  thus  dealt  with  by  means 
of  a caution,  but  butter  which  was  found  to  contain  human 
hair  and  mouse  droppings  and  meat  which  was  found  to 
contain  fly  eggs  led  to  proceedings  being  instituted  against 
the  sellers.  Details  are  given  in  the  last  part  of  this  report. 

A sample  of  pork  pie  which  was  found  when  opened  to 
be  green  and  mouldy  would  normally  have  caused  proceed- 
ings to  be  instituted,  particularly  since  the  pie  had  been  in 
stock  for  ten  days.  However,  as  the  manager  of  the  shop 
concerned  then  came  forward  and  insisted  that  all  the  blame 
was  his,  and  as  he  had  since  then  retired,  the  Council  de- 
clined to  institute  proceedings. 

The  department’s  campaign  to  persuade  sellers  of  Cam- 
bridge Cheese  to  disclose  to  purchasers  that  the  cheese  was 
part  made  from  skimmed  milk  has  been  brought  to  a suc- 
cessful conclusion  during  the  year. 

Close  contact  is  maintained  with  the  County  School 
Meals  department.  During  the  year  we  have  been  able  to 
assist  them  on  a number  of  occasions  to  secure  redress  where 
food  of  an  unsatisfactory  quality  was  supplied  and  on  two 
occasions  proceedings  have  in  fact  been  instituted  against 
persons  for  offences  committed  while  supplying  school  can- 
teens in  the  county. 
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Bacteriological  and  Biological  Sample*. 
Type  : 


Not 

Satisfactory  Satisfactory 


Total 


Pasteurised  : 
Pasteurised  T.T. : 
Sterilised: 


64 

42 

20 


64 

42 

20 


Totals:  126 


126  (81) 


The  department  is  also  responsible  for  procuring  samples 
of  heat-treated  and  tuberculin  tested  milk  for  bacteriological 
and  biological  testing.  Whilst  there  is  only  one  pasteurising 
plant  in  the  county  its  production  is  of  great  importance  to 
a wide  area  round  about.  It  is  therefore  necessary  that 
regular  and  frequent  sampling  be  carried  out  in  order  to 
ensure  that  the  plant  is  performing  satisfactorily.  Samples 
are  also  taken  from  retailers  to  ensure  that  their  milk  is 
being  properly  stored  or  to  satisfy  ourselves  that  it  can  be 
properly  described  as  tuberculin  tested.  It  is  gratifying  to 
report  that  during  the  past  year  once  again  there  have  been 
no  failures. 

East  Anglia  Clean  Milk  Bottle  Campaign 

During  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  support  a “ Clean 
Milk  Bottle  Campaign”  which  will  shortly  be  starting  in  this 
area.  The  object  of  the  campaign  is  to  try  and  create  a 
bottle  consciousness  in  the  mind  of  the  public.  In  my  ex- 
perience, the  trouble  with  milk  is  often  caused  through  con- 
tamination by  the  previous  user  of  the  bottle.  Milk  bottles 
should  be  used  to  contain  milk.  They  should  not  be  used 
to  hold  lubricating  oil,  turpentine,  petrol,  paraffin,  paint  and 
others  of  a seemingly  endless  list  of  things  that  do  get  into 
milk  bottles.  Other  bottles  are  mistreated  by  not  being 
rinsed  and  returned  as  soon  as  empty.  Sour  milk  left  in 
an  unwashed  bottle  for  days  or  even  weeks  cannot  readily 
be  removed  and  will  give  trouble  to  the  next  user. 

The  trade  has  its  duty  to  perform  and  it  is  their  re- 
sponsibility to  exercise  all  possible  precautions  to  stop  such 
contaminated  bottles  going  out  again.  But  if  that  small 
percentage  of  people  who  misuse  milk  bottles  can  be  per- 
suaded not  to  do  so  then  a risk  to  public  health  will  have 
been  eliminated, 
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The  final  answer  to  this  problem  will  almost  certainly 
be  the  general  introduction  of  cartons  for  the  sale  of  milk. 
At  this  time  this  is  not  yet  possible  because  cartons  are  more 
expensive  than  bottles;  a state  of  affairs  which  many  people 
say  will  soon  change.  As  an  interim  measure  the  Clean  Milk 
Bottle  Campaign  seems  to  be  a useful  idea. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960. 

During  the  year  these  Regulations  were  promulgated 
and  a result  is  that  much  work  in  connection  with  the  hand- 
ling and  distribution  of  milk  is  transferred  from  local  and 
district  councils  to  county  councils. 

The  Regulations  which  came  into  effect  after  the  end 
of  1960  will  require  the  Huntingdonshire  County  Council,  as 
the  food  and  drugs  authority,  to  licence  and  inspect  the 
premises  of  processers  and  retail  dealers  in  milk.  It  has  been 
decided  that  the  administrative  duties  will  be  undertaken  by 
the  Health  Department  and  the  inspection  of  premises  and 
sampling  by  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department. 

Legal  proceedings 

Trade  : 

Farmer 


Butcher 


* 


Offence  : 

Did  sell  butter  unfit  for 
human  consumption  in 
that  it  contained  human 
hair  and  mouse  drop- 
pings. 

Did  sell  meat  unfit  for 
human  consumption  in 
that  it  was  contaminated 
with  fly  eggs. 


Fine  : 
£10  0 0 

Costs  : 

£4  13  0 

Dismissed.” 


